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With reference to the application by Ashfield Land to delay the examination of their application, I
wish to comment as follows:-
 
This has an impact on the Northampton Gateway application on land which is adjacent. If a delay
is granted, meaningful assessment of the cumulative effects of the two proposals on the overall
impact on the environment, pollution and traffic congestion will be jeopardised.
 
Rail Central has a woeful record of ineffective consultation which is continuing. The final
documents submitted in October differed considerably from earlier draft versions. As a result
Rail central must be made to consult again regarding these changes with statutory bodies, parish
councils, Stop Rail Central and local communities.
 
The application is disorganised and chaotic, and the application is impossible to navigate in a
coherent and logical way. This makes meaningful and thorough examination very difficult. If the
delay is granted Rail Central must be made to submit well organised and comprehensible
documentation to facilitate effective examination.
 
The request for the delay is driven by Rail central’s admission that the original studies for
highways and traffic will not deliver the desired result in terms of workable mitigations, and
therefore they expect the revised traffic plans to be profoundly different. This will mean there
are significant knock-on effects in many areas of their original Environmental Impact
Assessment. Rather than granting a delay PINS should consider requiring the whole process to be
started again.
The revised eventual traffic plans should subject to independent scrutiny and review to ensure
they are appropriate for a proper examination by the Inspectorate.
 
Further delays or material errors should not be acceptable. The lamentable progress of the Rail
Central application throughout means that if there are further major delays or errors, the
Inspectorate should consider the organisation and management of this proposal is
fundamentally flawed and the application should be rejected on that basis.
 
D. Brogden
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